2}o          EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION
Clifford, Mother Barat sent his nun-daughter, together
with Mother cTAvenas * and Mother Charlotte Goold2 to
make a foundation in England. The tradition of the
Society had, then, to be gradually adapted to the mentality
of the English people and to keep pace with the rapid
changes and various educational experiments of a period as
full of unrest as it was of creative activity. Education was
in the air. Women breathed the atmosphere of Ruskin's
Querns* Gardens and felt themselves surrounded by the
influence of their great sovereign. Tennyson's 'Princes
came out in 1847 and Elizabeth Barrett Browning's Aurora
Leigh in 1856. Lectures3 given for women at Queen's
College since the 'forties opened up for" them the University
of London, and prepared the way for the foundation of
Bedford College in 1869, the same year as the inauguration
of Girton. While Girton strove to prove to Cambridge
that women could follow courses of study identical with
those planned for men,4 Newnhain, founded in 1871, was
seeking to set up a standard of scholarship equally thorough
but more adapted to feminine minds. The National Union
for the Education of Women and the Girls9 Public Day
School Company came into existence at about this time, the
latter chiefly through the instrumentality of Miss Buss,
whose North London Collegiate School in Camden Street
became the model of girls* high schools. What Miss
1 See above, Part II, Chap. VI, p. 170.
8 Mother Goold became Superior of the first English house.
3 Jh a chapter entitled " The Reform of Female Education," of Archer's Sec&tdcaty
Education in the Nimtemtb Century, there is a good synopsis of the development of
higher education for women.
* See Girton College, 1869-1932, Barbara Stephen, pp. 16 and 17 especially.
Miss Davies held that there was no agreement, either among experts or among the
public, as to what a special system of education for women should be, and conse-
quently battled for absolute equality of examinations for undergraduates of botk
sexes.